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This month | had the pleasure of attending a lecture / travel-log by Tom Reed about his travels to
photograph the Patagonia peaks on the south-west coast of Chile and Argentina. In his introduc-
tion, Tom called himself “an artist with a camera” and proceeded to tell about how, when his cam-
era was crushed in the 80’s, he changed directions, decided to lighten his backpack and take a
Zen approach, paying close attention to details with his eyes and recording only the mental imag-
es. But eventually, the camera bug bit him again, but this time his only instruments were small
point-and-shoot cameras.

On his first trip to Patagonia he lost all of his images. On his se-
cond trip, a year later, he left his camera on the top of a car. It was
on his third trip, in 2008, that he finally ended up with the portfolio
of images that are bound together with his trip narrative in his self-
published book of high-contrast B&W landscapes called “The Gran- §
ite Avatars of Patagonia”.

The stories he tells were full of lessons that we hear, but perhaps
do not heed, from many landscape photographers.

Lesson 1: It will not be easy, it will take many return trips, and it will
take determination, patience and preparation. During Tom's multi-
day hikes he traveled over mountains and across glaciers. Tall,
slender, and in incredible shape, Tom recalled one hike in which
his feet were so sore that he could only sleep for about an hour at a
time. In between, he would get out of his tent and soak his feet in
the 32-degree lake nearby.

“El Torre and La Lenga” photo by
Lesson 2: It is not about the gear. Tom created his images with a Tom Reed

5MP Olympus compact-camera in fully Auto mode. His images are

about shape, design, and the contrast of light and dark.

Lesson 3: You will have to wait for the moment, but when the moment comes, you need to be pre-
pared and quickly move into position. Tom’s hikes were accompanied by many hours of waiting for
the right combination of clouds and light. He often started hiking hours before dawn only to be
greeted with clouds too thick or no clouds at all and he would sit and wait until he needed to go
back to camp, often retreating with no images at all. But when the light broke through, he would
rush and scramble to find the best alignment of features and capture his image.

Even though these lessons are not unigue, not new to me,
each time | hear them, especially when accompanied by the
opportunity to appreciate the result, it gives me strength to
persevere and strive for more in my own photography. This
month we have the opportunity to hear these lessons again
on March 16" from Stephen Johnson, Canon Explorer of
Light. If you haven't already signed up for the workshop,

¢ there will be a signup sheet at the next meeting. The work-
shop will be held in Thousand Oaks at the Thousand Oaks
Library. And on March 23 Steven Roosa will conduct a
workshop on portrait photography at the Poinsettia Pavilion.
Both workshops are free to our members and will provide
us an opportunity to reflect and to strengthen our commit-
ment and our courage to explore, redo, and make better
images.

“Lenga and Light on the Tower” photo by
Tom Reed
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We are entering a new year for our camera Club. A new president, new team members and new club members. With a new team,
changes are sure to be made, as they should be if we are to progress, grow, and develop. We cannot live in the past. There is an old
phrase "Grow or go" and if we are to succeed we must grow.

I had the pleasure of seeing "The Black Swan", a movie that has been nomi-
nated for numerous academy awards. The movie revolves around a ballerina
who is technically excellent but doesn't fit the part. | highly recommend the
movie even if you don't like ballet. The point they try to make, which | feel
relates to photography, is that to become a true master one must combine
their feelings, passions, and enthusiasm with the technical knowledge of bal-
let, or in our case photography, in order to excel. Just technical knowledge
alone while imperative, is only part of creating an excellent image. We all
have emotions and feelings which we may or may not be willing to share with
others. Sharing is important. So instead of expressing our feelings verbally,
do it through the camera. Let the camera be your voice. Make your images
speak with emotion and feeling.

BLACKSWAIN

There is an old saying, "Master the technical part of photography and the crea-

tivity will follow." Well, Photo Froyd doesn't agree with this. After you know
your camera and what it will do, you must become an emotional partner
with  the image you are trying to create. If we stop at the technical as-
pect then our images are flat. How many times have you seen an image
that is technically perfect, but then thought that, while good it didn't do
anything for you. It left you cold. It is the emotional element that is miss-
ing, the passion, the fever. In the movie, the choreographer coaches the
ballerina through a dance number. After some rather steamy scenes, he
tells her that he has just seduced her. Now he wants her to seduce the
audience with her dancing.

So the next time you pick up the camera and go shooting set the dials as you want them, then set that emotional dial to a feeling you
want to capture. The emotional dial is the hardest to find on the camera because it's not there. It's in your head and heart, but you
must turn it on. At our next VCCC meeting make the audience, laugh, cry, or just gasp with a WOW.

Digital Diva

C!‘lasing t}_'c SWCC{: ngl‘lt The Trials and Tribulations of Land-

scape Photography

Friday March 4th at 6:30PM

At the Artist's Union Gallery

330 South California Street
Ventura, CA

Susannah Kramer will discuss the techniques
and intentions that go into making images that
sing.
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Well known and highly respected in the photography industry, Yogi Patel of Glob-
al Photography has over 27 years of professional experience with commercial,
portrait and wedding photography. He came from India to study professional pho-
tography and graduated from the University of Florida. He then received his Cer-
tified Professional Photographers degree from Professional Photographers of
America. His knowledge of lighting and attention to detail has impressed many of
his clients and art directors.

Yogi's approach to weddings has won him international acclaim. He was recog-
nized by the Professional Photographers of California with the Award for Top Ten
Photographers in California in 2007, 2008, and 2009. Further recognition in-
cludes awards as Studio Photographer of the Year, California Commercial Pho-
tographer of the Year, Kodak Gallery Award for Commercial/Industrial/lllustrative
Photography, Fuji Film USA Masterpiece Award for Commercial Photography,
Western States Commercial Photographer of the Year, CIPPA Wedding Photog-
rapher of the Year, and CIPPA Environmental Photographer of the Year. He is
one of the most sought after photographers in California.

See more of Yogi's work at his website: _http://www.globalphotography.net

H&& '

elements: art of the earth, wind, fire and sea is the regional juried art ex-
hibit sponsored by the Arts Council of the Conejo Valley in May 2011.
‘ I l ; Submission deadline is April 1, 2011. Reception on May 7, 4-6PM.

Lart of the earth, wind, fire and sea http://www.juriedartservices.com/index.php?content=event info&event id=405

-HAWS

Theme: "Solitude" A photographic exhibit depicting moments of peace, calmness, singularity,
loneliness or isolation.

al Center

QI

O

et

Dates: June 11th through July 6th
Place: Ojai Center for the Arts ... 113 So. Montgomery Street, Ojai, CA
Take In: June 9th fro 4 to 7 pm. and June 10th from 8 to 10 am.

Reception: Sunday, June 12th fro 1 to 3 p.m.
questions: contact Roger Conrad at: roger_conrad@verizon.net cell: 805 798-2037

http://www.ojaiartcenter.org/photography.htm
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a photographer, teacher and designer, Stephen Johnson has been teaching and working in photography since "+ His books
include At Mono Lake, the critically acclaimed The Great Central Valley: California’s Heartland, its tutorial companion, Making a
Digital Book and the $$- Stephen Johnson on Digital Photography (which has received accolades far and wide). Stephen has
taught both traditional and digital photography at the college level, and has lectured at scores of seminars and major conferences in
the United States and Europe. In "+++, Folio Magazine declared the publication of Johnson’s digital photographs in Life Magazine to
be one of the Top . Critical Events in magazine publishing in the th. century. Stephen Johnson was named as a $3$, inductee
into the Photoshop Hall of Fame , recognized for his achievements in Art. Canon named Steve as one of their Explorers of Light
in $$- . In $$ X-Rtie named Stephen as a founding member of their exclusive Coloratti group of photographers and educators
honored for their skills in color management. Current projects include With a New Eye, an all digital national parks photographic
project, huge digital panoramics and his most recent work Exquisite Earth from 2005-2011. For a sample of Steve’s work, visit his
website at http://www.sjphoto.com/

Click on the link to view the award winning photos:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TIeCyFONIQ&fmt=18

You TuﬁE VCCC 2010 Year End Merits

( )# *$ 1 # & + |

The Westlake Village Art Guild’s annual Open Juried Show is the largest of its kind in the Conejo Valley
and promises to be an extraordinary Show that will be up for nearly 6 weeks. Typically attracting over
100 of the regions bests artists with over 300 entries, only the top 125 — 175 entries will be invited to
hang. There will be three show jurors/judges for this Show including Peter Fehler, publisher of Art Ltd.
Magazine and owner of Visual Art Source, Carson Van Osten and Peter Ferk. The Show Categories
include: 1) Oil & Acrylics, 2) Watercolor, 3) Mixed Media, 4) Pastel & Graphics, 5) Sculpture & 3-D and
6) Photography & Digital Art. A minimum of 25 ribbons will be awarded with cash prizes offered totally
$2,600 including $500 for “Best of Show” and $100 for first place in each of the six categories. To
streamline take-in and reduce errors, artists are encouraged to register in advance. Take-in will be on
Monday, March 7, 2011 from 4 — 8 PM. Pick-up of work not hung will be on Wednesday, March 9, 2011
from 9 AM to 12 Noon. http://www.wvartguild.org/pdfdownloads/WVAG20110penJuriedShowR0a.pdf

e

T
Dexter's Camera RED R” [:R P4 PLR

Serving Ventura area photographers since 1960. Premium Photo Inkjet Papers

Located at 484 Main Street in downtown Ventura

Dewters Camera
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Enter from Jan 1 to Nov 1, 2011 - Vote Nov 7-13 - Results & Exhibit in December
Amateur, professional and school-age photographers are invited to enter their best images taken by digital or any other type of cam-

era in the eighth annual City of Ventura Digital Photography Contest between January 1 and November 1, 2011. For more information
http://www.cityofventura.net/photocontest.

Photos must be “recognizably Ventura” and taken within our city limits. Judging
in November is by photography professionals and community leaders based
upon use of color, quality and clarity, illustration of theme or category, evoking a
sense of place, telling a story or depicting Ventura. Capture Ventura’s beautiful
environment, eclectic architecture, active people and vibrant community life, and
submit your favorite photographs in these categories:

1. Environment—skylines, open spaces, beaches, parks & wildlife

2. Architecture—urban design, cityscapes, landmarks & infrastructure

3. People Portraits—of residents participating in city sponsored events & classes
4. Community Life—education, volunteer, street/nightlife, arts & cultural scenes
5. Altered Images—photos manipulated for artistic purposes

6. Photo Voice—images illustrating a community issue or problem

The City of Ventura invited all participants of the city’s 2010 digital photography “Pier Sunset” by our John Ferritto was a peop|e'-s C-hoioé
contest to attend a special reception and exhibit at City Hall, 501 Poli Street, on award winner in the 2010 contest
Monday, December 13, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers.

& | # ) -
Leader: Dan Holmes
B Date: March 5, 2011
N Time: 1:30 PM
Place: Santa Barbara Botanical Gardens
Fees: Admission to the Garden is $8.00 per person /6.00 for seniors. Dan’s
fee is $20.00 per person.

There will be a 30 to 40 minute class with Dan before the shoot . Please
send your check for $20.00 made out to Dan Holmes to Ed Pinsky 4516
Dean Dr., Ventura CA 93003. Please commit early so we can get the best

: = ‘ group rate possible. Workshop is limited to 15 participants. Dinner after the
“Leaf on Moss” by Dan Holmes event if you want to.

o ()-
March 23rd - Steve Roosa, one of our best judges will be giving a workshop on "Portrait photography” because he will be our judge
in April and the topic is "Portraits".

April 27th - Dean Zatkowsky , the President of the Ojai Camera Club will be giving his lecture on "Lighting". | have seen his presenta-
tion and it's super. If you want to learn how to light a scene this is a must.

May 25th - Dan Holmes , will be giving a workshop on Creativity. Don't miss this workshop, Dan has conducted 2 "Walk Abouts" for
VCCC and judged for us.

June 22nd - A round table discussion on the key elements of photography. We will have 3 tables of 10. Each table will have a key
presenter discussing an important element of photography. Here is your chance to get answers to your questions and learn new skills
to improve your photography. We will rotate tables every 20 minutes so you will have a chance to grill each presenter.

All workshops to be held at The Poinsettia Pavilion - Start time 7:00PM to about 9:30
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Ps The Official Adobe Photoshop Seminar Tour Sponsored by: | & With Ben Willmore
Presented By
Q Kﬁlhﬂpﬂmi“g Wednesday, March 23, 2011 OF TRAINING
- Los Angeles Convention Center YOU PAY ONLY

1201 S. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Room: Petree Hall
Phone: 213-741-1151

NAPP n1ember<:
pay only $79

Photography & Adobe® Photoshop®: From
Focus to Finished Tour

A One-day seminar tour For The Photographer who is serious
about taking their imagery to the next levell These five robust
sessions are packed with Ben's trailblazing tricks and
techniques: Two full sessions on shooting methods, two that
cover exclusively Photoshop, and one that is a combo of the
two. At the end of the day, you will have the tools you need to
dramatically improve your shooting and Photoshop skills, an in-
depth handbook to keep yvou on track, and a creative roadmap
to help you produce gorgeous, professional results that are a
true reflection of your photographic inspiration.

http://www.kelbytraining.com/product.html&id=596

& 2 3 #

Samy's Camera regularly hosts equipment demonstrations, special sessions with manu-
facturers, product training, and guest classes - all in addition to their own classes of- ' Samy’s camera )

fered through Samy's Digital Institute.

http://archives.subscribermail.com/msg/11d7f311cbdf4a799363f1a8d1df0917.htm

! # 1%
Anacapa Island

This amazing little Island just off the coast of Central California boasts of
some amazing geologic and natural features only found here.

We will be camping one night on this Island sanctuary in order to capture it's
pure essence from early dawn to dusk. We will travel a short 45 min boat
ride to our destination. Register early if you have an interest in this work-

shop. Anacapa is popular this time of year. You will be responsible for your
own food, water, and camping gear. Campground and boat reservations are
not included. All this information will be supplied when you register. Please
note: Campsites are limited on this small Island. Cost $199.

Anacapa Island photo by Mark Jansen

Mark Jansen Fine Art Photography: mark@ markjansenphotography.com

Also coming soon....
California Spring Wildflowers (April 2-4)
Eastern Sierra Spring (May 5-8)

http://www.markjansenphotography.com/
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PHOTOSHOP EASY!™

Small-Group Photoshop Classes

Now there is an easy way to learn Photoshop in small-group classes. The skills

you will learn in Photoshop Easy™ will help you create more powerful and

crealive images and have fun while you are doing it. Each participant receives

guided practice in a small setting so he understands all the essential Photoshop

techniques. In a supportive environment Photoshop actually becomes easy and

fun to use!
¢ All Classes teach practical Photoshop techniques designed for

photographers who want to create images with greater impact and wow!

¢ All classes meet for two separate weekly sessions on Saturdays. Each
session is 3 hours in length which provides for a total of 6 hours of small-group Photoshop
instruction per class.

* Photoshop Easy!™ classes will help beginning to intermediate Photoshop users quickly advance
their knowledge and skills

* Classes are limited to 6 students to ensure that every student receives individual attention.

¢ Each participant will receive a note book which covers all techniques on the syllabus to make it
easy to remember and practice the skills you have learned with step-by-step written guidance.

* Classes are affordable and a 10% discount is available for early registration.

e Class syllabus listing all skills taught in each class is available from the instructor via email.

Class Schedule

Class Date Time Status / Deadline

Photoshop Basics |
Beginning Level

March 12 & 19, 2011

9:00am — 12:00pm

Open - Early-bird
by March 5"

Photoshop Basics Il
Intermediate Level

April 9 & 16, 2011

9:00am — 12:00pm

Open - Early-bird
by April 2™

Class Fee: Limited-time introductory rate only $99. Early-bird special $89!
e Early-Bird Regqistration: 10% discount if class fee is received before the deadline listed in
the table above. Introductory rate fee with 10% discount only $839!
¢ Refund Policy: Sometimes plans change. If you have to change yours, a 50% refund is

given if cancelled at least 1 week prior to the first class session. No refund if cancelled
less than 1 week prior to first session.

Registration Information:
e To register, send your check for $99 ($89 if paid by Early-Bird date listed above) made
payable to: Darrel Priebe, 32146 Watergate Rd, Westlake Village, CA 91361.

Email or call the instructor for more information:
Darrel Priebe - Darrel@DazzlingPhotography.com 805-368-0816
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Click here to see merit winning photos: http://www.venturacountycameraclub.com/meritawards.htm

Print Color Print B&W

Gray Day: Ed Nailor
Landing Gear Down: Ed Pinsky

Drummer Boy: John Ferritto
Monster Games: Nancy Lehrer

Dunes Victim: Hutch Hutchison
Pumpkin Patch: Ed Nailor
Ragged Coast: Jean Castaing

Rain Walker: Bernie Goldstein

Digital Open Digital Assigned

Grass Fields: Rachel Allen
Hydrangea: Henrik Lehnerer
Kale: Ron Matson

Daddy Loves You: Randi Seigel
Oh Don't Leave: Susannah Kramer

Lancelot & Guinevere: Kevin Charbonneau
Sunrise Vigil: Darrel Priebe

Mates: Hank Stoutz
The End Is Near: Ron Matson

City Streets: Rachel Allen

Digital DA Print DA

City Streets: Rachel Allen None

“It takes a lot of imagination to be a good photogpher. You need less imagination to be a painter,

before you learn to see the ordinary.”

- David Royston Bailey (born 1938)
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Every picture tells a story. As photographers we know that
there can be an interesting story about how the image was
made as well. In this feature we will spotlight one merit

winning photograph from the last club meeting and explore
the story behind the story with the maker of the photograph.

Darrel Priebe was on a club field trip to Death Valley when he
caught this merit winning action shot of Hutch. Darrel, Hutch and
Nancy were up at 4:00A in order to hike in across the sand and be
in position to shoot the sunrise. And even though it had recently
rained, it was difficult to find sand that was not tracked already. “Sunrise Vigil” by Darrel Priebe

“Landscape photography is too hard!” Darrel said about his early morning trek in the dark across the 300 ft. high dunes to capture this
image.

Darrel used his tripod mounted Nikon D300 with a 70-300mm zoom lens at ISO 200, f/8 to catch multiple exposures by varying shutter
speed around 1/250 sec. He then combined the multiple exposures using Photomatix HDR software in order to keep the sky, the hills
in the distance and the sand in the foreground all in good tonal range. Then he tweaked the image some more in Photoshop CS5 on
his Mac. Hutch’s position on the horizon needed to be moved slightly to give him better separation and form a more striking composi-
tion.

For Darrel, the hike was too hard. For most of the rest of us, the hike to take this picture would not seem as hard as the post pro-
cessing steps that Darrel used to craft the final image. Fortunately, Darrel shares his Photoshop skills in his “Photoshop Easy” classes.
If you take his class and ask him nice, he might even hike across the dunes again to pose for your merit winning photo!!

o "
Visitors are welcome at all regular club meetings, which are # 4
held in the Santa Paula Room of the Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 ( # 4
Foothill Road, Ventura. Regular meetings are held on the ’ 4
second Wednesday of each month at 7:00PM. | 4 P
l# 4 ) 4
. 5+ # 4
Members may submit no more than 3 photos each month to be
» L # 4
critiqued. There may be no more than 2 entries in any category.
Projected images must be sized to 1024 x 768 pixels. Out- 67 # 4
standing work may be awarded a merit by the judge. For cate- e
gories and complete rules to submit images for judging: 6 4 !
( 8 #, # 4 "# $%
) - # 4 &
Email entries: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com 9 # 4 J
67 # 4 #
# $3 4

If you would like to submit an item for the newsletter or offer
other comments, please contact the editor directly: [ #3 4 %
editor@venturacountycameraclub.com
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