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by Nancy Lehrer 

Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder 

This month I'd like to open a discussion about the aesthetic purpose of photography. I have been 
studying different compositional concepts such as rule of thirds, leading lines, color, and balance. 
Within each subject I look for examples to deconstruct in order to determine how they work, why 
they work, and what elements of the image grab my imagination. For this past month, the subject 
of my studies was frame within a frame. It is a simple concept of using objects around the edge of 
an image to frame, and therefore to focus your attention, on to an inner object. I found numerous 
traditional examples using foliage to frame a landscape, or windows to, literally, frame a reflected 
scene. But then I found this image by William Eggleston.  

William Eggleston (1939 - ) may not be on your favorite photographers list, but he is one of the 
important figures in American photography for his work in color photography. Eggleston, influenced 
by Walker Evans, Henri Cartier-Bresson, and Robert Frank, began experimenting with color pho-
tography in the late 1960’s in order to capture everyday life at a time when color photography was 
largely confined to commercial advertising. In 1976, John Szarkowski, an influential curator, critic, 
and historian, mounted an Eggleston exhibit at the Museum of Modern Art, New York that estab-
lished Eggleston as a pioneer of color photography. Working with mundane everyday objects, his 
work is accentuated by its color and forms. But it appeals to me by the way it documents the mun-
dane in a way that makes it impossible to ignore the sentimentality and irony of everyday life.  

What do you think of Eggleston’s images? What is purpose of photography? Are all great photo-
graphs beautiful? Are all beautiful photographs great? Let’s start this dialog on our website at 
http://www.venturacountycameraclub.com and add your comments to this article on the front page.  

You can learn more about William Eggleston and view more of his images at: 

http://www.egglestontrust.com/ 
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Assigned category for 

April 13 is 

Portrait 

© Eggleston Artistic Trust http://www.egglestontrust.com/ 

“You can always tell a William Eggleston photograph .  It's the one in color that hits you in 
the face and leaves you confused and happy, and per haps convinces you that you don’t 
understand photography nearly as well as you though t you did."   

The New Yorker, November 17, 2008 
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As we dig deeper into the field of photography we find that there are 
those people who excel, those people who are satisfied with just being 
very good but don't want to go farther, and those people who are satisfied 
with being a beginner.  So what does it take to grab your boot straps and 
pull yourself  up to a higher level?  The answer, while incredibly simple 
and yet complex, is 

"CURIOSITY" 

It is what drives the medical profession, it is what turns little boys into 
engineers, and it is what determines our knowledge of photography , our 
technical ability with the camera and our computer.  Look through a Na-
tional Geographic or the many photo magazines available and when you 
see an image you like, ask yourself how did he/she do that? Then, be 
curious enough to not only find the answer but strive to perfect your skills 
so you also can deliver images that match that quality.  The great ad-
vantage of living in a digital age is that there is almost a limitless amount of information on the internet.  Just before sitting down to 
write this article I called a friend only to hear that this person was unavailable because she was in the middle of a webinar.  When is 
the last time you tuned in to a webinar?  Where is your curiosity and drive that separates the movers and shakers from the couch po-

tatoes?  We all have a passion for photography or we wouldn't be here.  
So let's hop on the curiosity wagon and explore ways to improve.  Crea-
tivity and curiosity are cousins.  Dewitt Jones recently wrote: "Don't 
prove yourself, improve yourself".  Remember, all images reflect the 
style, expertise and vision of the photographer.  Yes, "Curiosity killed the 

Cat" but "Satisfaction brought it back."  If you're not satisfied with your work, crank up the curiosity dial and find out how to achieve 
superior images with greater satisfaction. 
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By Roy Allen 

Dr. Steve Roosa, one of our favorite judges, conducted a superb workshop this past 
Wednesday 3/23.   Steve showed us all about portrait photography.  He will of 
course be the judge at our April meeting where the assigned topic is "Portrait Pho-
tography".  Thank you Steve for making us better portrait photographers. 
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Bob & Pat Brown! 

For those of you who have not met Bob and Pat, they almost single 
handedly ran VCCC from 2000 to 2006.  Bob was President for this time 
and Pat was right there making sure all went smoothly.  Thanks from 
VCCC.  At our next meeting please introduce yourself to Bob & Pat. 

Linda Kennon and Steve Roosa 
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Steve Roosa is a 2010 National Photographer-of-the-Year, a California/Western 
states Top10 professional photographer and co-owner of Sandstone Photog-
raphy.  Sandstone Photography specializes in capturing that special something in 
all of us.  They will make portraits of babies, children, kids, seniors, or families 
throughout Southern California, including Los Angeles, West Lake Village, New-
bury Park, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Santa Monica, Malibu, San Fernando Valley, 
San Gabriel Valley, Corona, and the Inland Empire. They are known for our ability 
to capture beautiful portraits that truly reflect your special-something. We are as 
comfortable in natural light on-location shoots as we are in the studio, which is 
based in their home in Thousand Oaks. 

Steven and Peggy travel throughout Southern California to photograph seniors, 
children and families several times a year, often times accompanied by their as-
sociate photographer, Jarett Gerace. Steven has been called one of the best pho-
tographers in the state, having won numerous awards on the local, state, and 
international levels. In his spare time, he serves as Critique Chairman of the 
Thousands Oaks local photography SIG, and regularly teaches basic photog-
raphy classes to its beginning members. 

Steven and Peggy Roosa are members of the Professional Photographers of 
California. Steven and Peggy currently serve as co-editors for its quarterly publication, ProPhotoWest Magazine. They also belong to 
the Channel Islands Professional Photographers Association, Professional Photographers of America, Wedding and Portrait Photog-
raphers International, and the Photographic Society of America. Both Steven and Peggy have been recognized for their work. Ste-
ven’s most recent awards include 2008 Nature Photographer of the Year, and placing 3rd in WPPI’s Nature and Landscape category.  

See more of Steve’s work at his website:  http://www.sandstonephoto.net/ 

 

Each month we will highlight 

field trips, gallery showings, 

and contests available for our 

members to participate and 

improve their photography. 
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Theme: "Solitude"  A photographic exhibit depicting moments of peace, calmness, singularity, 
loneliness or isolation. 

Dates: June 11th through July 6th 

Place: Ojai Center for the Arts ... 113 So. Montgomery Street, Ojai, CA 

Take In: June 9th fro 4 to 7 pm. and June 10th from 8 to 10 am. 

Reception: Sunday, June 12th fro 1 to 3 p.m. 

questions:  contact Roger Conrad at: roger_conrad@verizon.net  cell: 805 798-2037 

http://www.ojaiartcenter.org/photography.htm 
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Located at 484 Main Street in downtown Ventura 

Serving Ventura area photographers since 1960. 
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Dexter’s Camera 
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Dean Zatkowsky, the President of the Ojai Camera Club, will be presenting a lec-
ture on Lighting. The workshop will be presented in three sections: 

1.  Understanding fundamental concepts of photographic light, including direction, 
quality, size, distance, contrast ratio, and a glossary of useful terms. 

2.  Learning to see and analyze light by reverse engineering photos  

3.  Taking control of the light through shooting angles, reflectors, or electronic 
flash. 

Date:    April 27, 2011  
Place:   Poinsettia Pavilion  (our usual Place) 
Time:   7:00 PM  (our usual time) 

“I try to make all of this accessible for both advanced amateurs and rank beginners, because even those of 
us who just want better pictures of our cats won't get them until we know how to see and use the light."  
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Wanted To Buy!! 
Canon EF 17-40 mm lens 

Call Bernie Goldstein 
805-642-9504 or cell 320-6301 

Wanted To Buy!! 
Quality tripod and head.  Gitzo, RRS, 

or ??   Email Kevin Charbonneau 
kevcharbonneau@gmail.com 

Wanted?? 
 

Email your ad to: 
editor@venturacountycameraclub.com 
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Enter from Jan 1 to Nov 1, 2011 - Vote Nov 7-13 - Results & Exhibit in December 

Amateur, professional and school-age photographers are invited to enter their best images taken by digital or any other type of cam-
era in the eighth annual City of Ventura Digital Photography Contest between January 1 and November 1, 2011. For more information 
http://www.cityofventura.net/photocontest. 

Photos must be “recognizably Ventura” and taken within our city limits. Judging 
in November is by photography professionals and community leaders based 
upon use of color, quality and clarity, illustration of theme or category, evoking a 
sense of place, telling a story or depicting Ventura.  Capture Ventura’s beautiful 
environment, eclectic architecture, active people and vibrant community life, and 
submit your favorite photographs in these categories: 

1. Environment—skylines, open spaces, beaches, parks & wildlife 
2. Architecture—urban design, cityscapes, landmarks & infrastructure 
3. People Portraits—of residents participating in city sponsored events & classes 
4. Community Life—education, volunteer, street/nightlife, arts & cultural scenes 
5. Altered Images—photos manipulated for artistic purposes 
6. Photo Voice—images illustrating a community issue or problem  
 
The City of Ventura invited all participants of the city’s 2010 digital photography 
contest to attend a special reception and exhibit at City Hall, 501 Poli Street, on 
Monday, December 13, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers.  

“Pier Sunset” by our John Ferritto was a People’s Choice 
award winner in the 2010 contest 
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April 27th - Dean Zatkowsky , the President of the Ojai Camera Club will be giving his lecture on "Lighting".  I have seen his presenta-
tion and it's super.  If you want to learn how to light a scene this is a must. 

May 25th - Dan Holmes , will be giving a workshop on Creativity.  Don't miss this workshop, Dan has conducted 2 "Walk Abouts" for 
VCCC and judged for us. 

June 22nd - A round table discussion on the key elements of photography. We will have 3 tables of 10.  Each table will have a key 
presenter discussing an important element of photography.  Here is your chance to get answers to your questions and learn new skills 
to improve your photography.  We will rotate tables every 20 minutes so you will have a chance to grill each presenter. 

All workshops to be held at The Poinsettia Pavilion  -  Start time  7:00PM  to about 9:30 

“If a day goes by without my doing something related to photography, it's as though I've neglected 

something essential to my existence, as though I had forgotten to wake up.” 

 

- Richard Avedon 
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Eastern Sierra Spring 

This area has everything a photographer is looking for. It's a great place to 
expand your photographic skills.   

The snows begins to melt, filling streams the upper canyons.  The wildflow-
ers begin to show in the high desert valleys.  You'll capture the rolling land-
scapes of lumped and arched sandstone in the Sierra foothills.  We'll explore 
Mono lake with it's Alien calcified towers.  We will also explore an inspira-
tional area of one Ansel Adams most famous captures in this workshop.  
Experience Bodie ghost town. This western town lying in arrested decay 
waiting  for you to capture it's past days reflections.   Cost $450. 

Mark Jansen Fine Art Photography: mark@markjansenphotography.com 

 

Also coming soon….   

Hot Air Ballooning (July 29 - 30) 

Tanzanian Photographic Odyssey (Feb 2012) 

http://www.markjansenphotography.com/ 

Mono Lake photo by Mark Jansen 
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http://www.equinephotographers.org/courses/ 
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Dan Holmes is a popular judge for our club and frequently puts together walk 
abouts and photo tours for members to participate.  His next workshop, a 
photo tour up the coast to Big Sur, is already sold out thanks to the enthusi-
astic support of our members.   

Dan has started a waiting list and will likely organize another similar tour 
soon.  Contact Dan at his website to inquire about his next tour. 

In the meantime, we are looking forward to the May club meeting when 
members reveal the images from this photo tour.  With some of the most 
picturesque coastline in the world and Dan’s knowledgeable guidance, there 
are certain to be a number of merit winners! 

Thanks Dan, for sharing your experience and helping make our club both fun 
and educational. 
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A Fine Day For Fishing: Randi Seigel 

Boilers: Ron Matson 

Dreamscapes-Mountain Waves: Nancy Lehrer 

Hopper Cars: Darrel Priebe 

Moonset Ventura Harbor: Joseph Osborne 

Oxbow Bend Reflection: Ed Pinsky 

The Hand: Ron Matson 

Transitions: Hutch Hutchison 

Desert Solitude: Darrel Priebe 

Moonrise Over Half Dome: Albert Huen 

Panamint Valley: Hutch Hutchison 

River Wood: Bryan McCall 

Roadkill: Darrel Priebe 

Serenity: Albert Huen 

Quoth The Raven: Myrna Cambianica 

�

Print Color 

Alone With Rodin: Rachel Allen 

Come In And Stay a Long While: Jean Castaing 
Contrail: Ed Nailor 

Flying Solo: Valerie Hoffman 
Infinity: Don Hoffman 

Into The Storm: Roy Allen 
Little Explorer: David Orias 
Lonesome: Gina Ramsay 
Missing Him: Rachel Allen 
One Good Tern: Ed Nailor 

Sailing Solo: Ken Macgregor 
Sanctuary Rock: Kevin Charbonneau 

Solitary Hiker: Nancy Lehrer 
Solitary Man: Susan Magness 

Solitary: Albert Huen 
Street Scene Italy: Myrna Cambianica 

The Reader: Patty Hester 
Too Cold To Sit: Anne Allen 

Waiting For The Wave: Susannah Kramer 

Cruising: David Orias 

Death Valley Layers of Brown: Don Hoffman 

Don't Leave Me!: Valerie Hoffman 

Flower At Botanical Gardens: Neal Ortenberg 

Galactic Visitor: Ken Macgregor 

Hurricane Ridge: Susannah Kramer 

Islands To Heaven: Hutch Hutchison 

Old: Roy Allen 

Passin' By: Rachel Allen 

Pretty Flower: John Ferritto 

Seasons In The Sun: Kevin Charbonneau 

3 Squared Camelias: Anne Allen 

Abstract Forrest: David Orias 

�

Digital Assigned 

�

Digital Open 

�

 Digital DA 

�

 Print DA 

�

Print B&W 

Click here to see merit winning photos:  http://www.venturacountycameraclub.com/meritawards.htm 



Visitors are welcome at all regular club meetings, which are 
held in the Santa Paula Room of the Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 
Foothill Road, Ventura. Regular meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7:00PM.  
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Neal Ortenberg is relatively new to digital photography and joined 
VCCC to improve his photography skills.   He recently participated 
in a club field trip with Dan Holmes (see page 7 for more on Dan’s 
workshops) to the Santa Barbara Botanical Gardens. 

Dan gave a workshop at the beginning of the outing where he 
explained tips on getting the most out of an outdoor shoot with natural light.  He emphasized techniques for different times of day, fram-
ing your subject, and eliminating distractions.  Throughout the afternoon Dan would offer critiques and suggestions on the images being 
captured. 

After the workshop began to disperse, Neal hung around longer as the sun was headed into the “golden hour.”  He came across a col-
lection of these very unique looking Powerline Pink Pitcher Sage buds.  He set his Nikon D90 on his tripod with his DX 18-55mm wide 
angle zoom lens very close to a particularly interesting specimen.  He knew he wanted to use a large aperture (f5.6) to throw the back-
ground out of focus.  Using the techniques for better composition he had learned from Dan, he re-positioned many times to eliminate 
distractions as best he could.  He cloned out a couple of stray stems in Photoshop and applied some selective dodging and burning to 
further separate the blossom from the background. 

Neal’s merit winning image, and the story behind it, really embody the spirit of our club.  Keep up the great work, Neal! 
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Every picture tells a story. As photographers we know that 
there can be an interesting story about how the image was 
made as well.  In this feature we will spotlight one merit 
winning photograph from the last club meeting and explore 
the story behind the story with the maker of the photograph. 
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Members may submit no more than 3 photos each month to be 
critiqued. There may be no more than 2 entries in any category.  
Projected images must be sized to 1024 x 768 pixels.  Out-
standing work may be awarded a merit by the judge.  For cate-
gories and complete rules to submit images for judging: 
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Email entries: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com  

If you would like to submit an item for the newsletter or offer 
other comments, please contact the editor directly: 

editor@venturacountycameraclub.com 

“Flower at Botanical Gardens” by Neal Ortenberg 


