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by Nancy Lehrer 

Explore Your Vision 

 Time moves at a constant rate and change, in oneself or the external world, is constant yet subtle. 
With the approach of a new year we are provided with a clear strong boundary for comparing our 
expressed past with our vision of next. 

It is customary to take stock of last year’s accomplishments. It is appropriate to feel a passing pride 
of accomplishment, a wonderment of achievement, and recognition of the preparation, concentra-
tion, exertion, and perhaps even fortune, that it took to get 
there. These are lessons to repeat and further develop. 

It is also vital to look at our experiments, failures and flops. 
Were they a product of pushing the boundaries too far or not 
far enough? Where they due to lack of knowledge or lack of 
vigor? Was the vision clear or cloudy? 

Reflecting on the past, good and bad, often brings up recur-
ring and haunting questions: What makes a good image? 
How do I express my vision? Answering the question of 
“good” may be best illustrated by listening to my mother say 
to me (speaking of my husband) “I don’t know what you see in 
him”.  

Beauty is, indeed, in the eyes of the beholder and visionaries 
have often been written off in their own time and celebrated 
only post-mortem. With only a cursory examination of history, 
it is apparent that avant-garde thinking (from Wikipedia 
“people or works that are experimental or innovative”) has 
never had an easy path to acceptance or recognition. Howev-
er, it has always been responsible for forward movement in any field, science or art.  

As creative image-makers we must gather up the courage and strength to make daring images 
that boldly express our ideas and visions. We must surround ourselves with others open to our 
unique way of seeing and thinking engaging us in provocative dialog and debate. We must also be 
the supporters of new expression and provide meaningful discussion. We must share and explore 
our vision and be open to exploring the visions of others.  

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy, and daring New Year. 
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Assigned category for 

January 11  is 

Seasons 

Time to reflect on the past, and 
devlop our vision for the future. 

�����

Annual Dues ($40) and Banquet payment ($25) is due by our first meeting January 11th, 
when we will be providing a final count to the caterer. ��

We will be raffling off some nice gifts and books. Dan Holmes will be presenting some of his 
amazing work and has offered a 2 hour portfolio review as a raffle prize. But the highlight of 
the night, will be how we honor our outstanding work, the room filled with our fabulous prints 
and a wonderful slide show of digital projections.   Send your checks to: 

Joyce Shoppe 
4875 Mascagni Street 
Ventura CA 93003 
�
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PF hopes that everyone had a great Holiday Season.   

Well, it's time to think about what we want to put on our Photo Agenda for 2012. Places to go, images to capture, but where do we 
start?   If we walk outside and snap away we are no different than we were last year, same old stuff.  So let's not fall into this rut.  
There is an old saying, "It's a long road If you don't know where you are going."  So where are you going for 2012?  What images do 
you plan to capture,  How can you make a difference in your photography? 

We have a wealth of information all around us, both technical and inspirational.  Let's start with technical.  Great musicians don't think 
about what keys they must push or the notes they put on the music score.  It comes naturally.  They know it so well, they don't think 
about it.  As I write this, PF is listening to his favorite, Dave Brubeck (Take Five and others).  When Dave plays the piano or Mozart 
wrote his concerto, do you think they concentrated on the "How TO"???  No, they jumped into the world of creativity and let things 
happen.  The same is true about photography.  Creativity comes after the technical has been mastered.  So the first thing for 2012 is 

re-read the camera manual you have been avoiding.  Brush up on 
those functions that your camera provides.  Then you can jump into 
the world of creativity. We can use our photographic skills to produce 
unique one of a kind images.  Being a resident of Southern Califor-
nia, we all know that there are a zillion one of a kind images all 
around us all the time.  All we have to do is look for them .   
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Amateur, professional and school-age photographers submitted more than 200 images to the City 
of Ventura’s eighth annual ‘Take a Shot!’ digital photography contest.  Five judges -- professional 
photographers and community leaders -- selected winners in six adult categories and one youth 
category while more than 200 members of the public cast their own votes online to select their 
favorite “People’s Choice” awards. 

Congratulations to John Ferrito winning in two categories, one People’s Choice Award and one 
Judge’s Choice Award!” 

Winning entries are currently on display in the Ventura City Hall Bridge Gallery (entrance from the 
parking lot behind City Hall.)  Winning images can also be seen here: http://
www.cityofventura.net/files/file/comm-service/2011ContestPosters.pdf  
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Ines Roberts was born in Danzig and educated in Germany and England and has 
been passionately involved in photography since moving from Scotland to Califor-
nia in 1966.   

Her photographs have been published as feature articles in magazines in the U.S, 
England, Mexico, Germany and Canada including Popular Photography, The Mi-
nolta Mirror, The PSA Journal, and Nature Photo of Germany.  She received her 
Fellowship of the Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain in 1992 and in 
1996, she was invited to become a member of the London Salon of Photography.  
In 2007 she was awarded the Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year.   

"I started in painting," Roberts says, "but it seemed to me that photography was 
all about seeing -- it was about constantly discovering. Wherever I go, I am an 
explorer." 

 

Each month we will highlight 

field trips, gallery showings, 

and contests available for our 

members to participate and 

improve their photography. 
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  Photo of locals cooking in a Buddhist Monastery in Buhtan by Carl Volpe. 

  Photo of Pinar Del Rio on Cuba by Carl Volpe. 
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  Photo of the Gers in the Gobi Desert of Mongolia by Carl Volpe. 
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Yosemite in Winter 

Yosemite Valley is a mystical place in winter. Very few photogra-
phers or tourist brave the cold to capture its essence.  We find it the 
most creative time to visit. The crystalline ice forms on Bridal Veil 
Falls will amaze you as well as Yosemite falls. This amazing place 
takes on winter's beauty in it's own special way. 

You'll observe wildlife as it moves quietly through the valley floor. 
Winter snows offer unique and special composition not found any-
where else. Photographers of all abilities are welcome. Our 2-
person team offers close in-field instruction to each client in simple 
and easy to understand terms. Each client will receive a complete 
instructional evaluation long after this workshop has ended. But 
please, if you at all have interest register early. Accommodations in 
Yosemite Valley must be made long in advance! A drawing for 
LowePro gear will be held at the conclusion of this workshop. 

 

http://jansenphotoexpeditions.com/default.aspx 

Phone: Mark Jansen 805-701-8806 

Yosemite in Winter Workshop February 17-19th 2012 



Visitors are welcome at all regular club meetings, which are 
held in the Santa Paula Room of the Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 
Foothill Road, Ventura. Regular meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7:00PM.  
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Since we had no meeting and no merits in December, I’ll offer one 
of my own images for the spotlight this month. 

This photo is one of several that I entered and that won recogni-
tion in the 2011 International Loupe Award photo competition.  
The story behind the photo is really a story about our club. 

Last January, the Ed Pinsky and Brian McCall organized a field 
trip for the club to La Jolla for an opportunity to shoot the Pelican’s 
in full mating plumage.  I borrowed Ed’s 400 mm fixed focal length 
lens for the morning and proceeded to waste most of the morning 
trying to learn how to servo focus correctly!  This was one of the 
few shots that came out that first morning—notice the bird is NOT 
in flight!  By the second day, I had mastered focusing on a bird in 
flight quite well and was pleased with many of the photos from that 
trip.   

And that is what I appreciate the most about our club.  We have 
so many terrific opportunities to learn and to share experiences. 
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Every picture tells a story. As photographers we know that 
there can be an interesting story about how the image was 
made as well.  In this feature we will spotlight one merit 
winning photograph from the last club meeting and explore 
the story behind the story with the maker of the photograph. 

����
����
����
��

/(�����������
��"  

Members may submit no more than 3 photos each month to be 
critiqued. There may be no more than 2 entries in any category.  
Projected images must be sized to 1024 x 768 pixels.  Out-
standing work may be awarded a merit by the judge.  Please 
review the full list of requirements on the VCCC website prior to 
submission: 

http://www.venturacountycameraclub.com/entryguidelines/ 

Email entries: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com  

If you would like to submit an item for the newsletter or offer 
other comments, please contact the editor directly: 

editor@venturacountycameraclub.com 

“I Don’t Say Cheese!” by Kevin Charbonneau 


