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RULES OF COMPOSITION

Have One Center of Interest

Åά²Ƙȅ ŀƳ L ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
this picture? 

Åά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ L ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿΚέ 

ÅIf you find 
yourself having  
three, four, five, 
or more 
elements -
Simplify

Busy Composition



RULES OF COMPOSITION

Which Do You Like better?

Photos from web



RULES OF COMPOSITION
Keep the Background Simple

ÅHaving one center 
of interest is no use 
ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
see it for the chaos 
in the background. 

Å The eye goes to 
the brightest spot 
in the picture. 
Having a bright 
background 
detracts from the 
center of interest.

I like a black 
background.

Photo from web



RULES OF COMPOSITION
Rule of Thirds

ÅThe most pleasing 
compositions 
occurred when 
the picture area 
was divided into 
1/3 to 2/3 
sections vertically, 
horizontally, or 
both. 

Photo from Web



RULES OF COMPOSITION
What about Centered Images?

ÅSometimes it works

ÅKnow when to break 
the rules

ÅIt is your picture

ÅForget the judge

Photo from Web



RULES OF COMPOSITION



RULES OF COMPOSITION

ÅBrightest spot

ÅLocated at 
third point

ÅAdjust in 
Photoshop



RULES OF COMPOSITION
Check the Edges 

of the Frame 

Å Eliminating 
the clutter in 
the periphery 
of the frame

ÅCheck corners 
before clicking 

Select a good specimen. Remove dead leaves. Prune

Add dew drops for visual interest

Bugs



RULES OF COMPOSITION

A few too many. Corners OK


